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CLOVIS HIGH SCHOOL & FRESHMAN ACADEMY 

MARCHING BAND  
FALL 2020 COMPETITION SEASON  

CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19 
	

 
The Clovis High School and Freshman Academy marching bands will not compete, participate in 
band camps, or other band related activities in the fall of 2020.  The cancellation is due to the 
environment brought about by COVID-19, which presents unique challenges for the performing arts. 
 
On Tuesday, July 7, 2020, parents and students of 9th through 12th grade marching band and color 
guard were informed of the decision to cancel the season. The announcement was made in a letter 
from the District Director of Music Education, Brandon Boerio (attached), which details challenges 
and concerns brought on by COVID-19. 
 
Band activities traditionally begin in July, extend to the start of the school year in August, and 
continue through fall. This summer, however, those activities are not possible because of public 
health orders surrounding COVID-19 and the unique exposures presented by performing music.  
 
Among reasons for the decision to cancel the season are the insurmountable challenges that exist in 
operating camps in a safe but meaningful way, travel restrictions, the recent cancellation of the 
annual Zia Marching Band Fiesta, and the anticipation that more competition events will be 
cancelled in the near future. 
 
Though students will not have an opportunity to enjoy a traditional band season, they will continue 
to participate in alternative activities, receive instruction, and hone their music skills. Music 
Department staff are working to develop creative alternatives so students can experience music and 
perform for the community. Among other possibilities being explored are online performances. 
 
As the circumstances surrounding COVID-19 change, the type of activities the marching band is 
able to participate in will be carefully considered, with possible modifications to programs going 
forward.  

 
Clovis Municipal Schools and the community have a long-standing history of supporting music 
education. Likewise, the Clovis High School Marching Band is a highly regarded competition band 
which consistently garners many of the highest awards and accolades each year.  
 
The decision to cancel the season is understandably disappointing for students, parents, staff, and the 
community, and not taken lightly.  It is, however, a necessary decision that has been made to protect 
the health and well-being of all involved in the marching band. 

Kyle Snider, President 
Paul Cordova, Vice President 

Shawn Hamilton, Secretary 
Terry Martin, Member 

Cindy Osburn, Member 
 

Renee Russ, Superintendent 
 Joe Strickland, Deputy Superintendent of Employee Services 

Mitzi Estes, Deputy Superintendent of Academic Services & Leadership 
Shawna Russell, Deputy Superintendent of Finance 

 
Board 

of 
Education 
 

Clovis Municipal 
Schools 

P.O. Box 19000 
1009 Main Street 

Clovis, New Mexico 88102-9000 
575.769.4300    FAX 575.769.4333 

www.clovis-schools.org 

CONTACT:   
Jelayne Curtis 
575-769-4320  

jelayne.curtis@clovis-schools.org 
 



  

 

Clovis Municipal Schools 

Department of Music Education 
 

Dedicated to a Tradition of Excellence 

Mr. Brandon Boerio 
Director of Music Education 
Clovis High School 
1900 Thornton, Clovis, NM 88101 
Phone: 575.769.4350   x1020 
Fax: 575.769 .4823 
brandon.boerio@clovis-
schools.org 
 
 
 

July 7, 2020 
 
To: Wildcat Marching Band Students and Parents 
From: Brandon Boerio, Director of Music Education 
RE: Cancellation of Marching Band 
 
As you are aware, the current coronavirus pandemic has presented a myriad of challenges for the 

public schools.  

 

In the Clovis Municipals Schools, we continue to discuss these challenges and work to find solutions 

that will keep our community safe, yet provide meaningful experiences for our students. In the 

Music Department, we begin the month of July with more questions than answers, and have few 

resources on which to draw. A national coalition of arts organizations has commissioned a study of 

aerosol and droplet transmission in performing arts classes, including music. This study, currently 

underway, should provide some data about the safety of performing arts activities. Unfortunately, the 

results are not due until mid-July.  

 

I have met throughout the summer with our band staff to discuss the issues surrounding the running 

of our annual band camps. We have had many conversations about how to run the camps in a safe 

but meaningful way. Regrettably, we do not see a way to do that. In addition, we received word last 

week that the University of New Mexico Department of Music has officially cancelled the annual 

Zia Marching Band Fiesta scheduled for October of this year. We anticipate other regional and 

Bands of America events will be cancelled as well. Given the certainties we have to date, the band 

directors and I have decided to cancel band camps and all other marching band-related activities 

scheduled this summer. In addition, we are cancelling the competitive portion of the season.  

 

However, we still look forward to meeting with students in August, enjoying our time with them 

playing music and developing their skills.  We are planning on having lots of fun music ready to 

play and want students to have the opportunity to improve on their instrument. But most importantly, 

we want to provide them the opportunity to make music with their friends.  CMS values music 

education and the vital role it plays in the development and health of our students, so we will 

continue to offer the best music program we can! 

 

We still plan to have colorguard meet as a class.  For both band students and colorguard students, we 

are going to explore avenues to present online performances for our community. 

 

As far as other fall marching band activities are concerned, we will continue our conversations, 

review information as it becomes available, and make further decisions closer to the start of the 

school year.  

 

Although this news is undoubtedly disappointing, we hope you will understand both our reasoning 

and the desire to keep your children—our students—safe. 


